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CORPORATE BACKGROUNDER:
Galatea: Jewelry by Artist

San Dimas, California

Galatea of San Dimas, California, was founded in 1994 by Chi Huynh. With an uncompromising artistic vision, Huynh has created some of the world’s most beautiful and unusual jewelry collections—collections that rely upon pearls and other gemstones that have been transformed by the company's patented and proprietary processes. 

Galatea is best known for its carved, gemstone-centered and diamond-studded cultured pearls. In the 1990s, Galatea introduced the Diamond in a Pearl( Collection to the U.S. market. Called, "The Symbol of Love," each cultured pearl is meticulously fashioned with a 14k white or yellow gold setting that holds a brilliant white diamond. Its design is largely symbolic: The pearl, created in nature through a process that involves pain for the oyster, signifies life. The diamond is the hope that can transcend all of life's difficulties. 
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Galatea's classic "Diamond in a Pearl" pendant.
Many of Galatea’s jewelry designs include hand-carved Tahitian or freshwater pearls. Perfected after years of experimentation, the pearls are all cut by hand and polished to a high luster. With their deep, uniform cuts and swirls and over 40 unique designs, Galatea's carved pearls are miniature works of art. The company has two dedicated pearl carving factories in Soc Trang, Vietnam and recently began to sell the pearls to wholesale  markets in Asia through a new Hong Kong-based company, Galatea Pearl HK, Ltd. 
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The Galatea Pearl™ with R.C turquoise center.
Huynh holds a number of U.S. patents for his unique jewelry designs. One is for the Galatea Pearl(, a gem-nucleated pearl that is carved to reveal the color beneath. Called, "the most significant development in pearl culturing since Mikimoto perfected the culturing process" by JCK Magazine, Galatea Pearls are grown in Tahiti. Another is for the DavinChi Cut(, a gemstone design that allows the gem to absorb colors, light or images from its surroundings. Galatea currently offers earrings, pendants and rings with DavinChi Cut amethyst, blue or white topaz, and citrine gemstones.
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A blue topaz DavinChi Cut Pendant
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"Lilly Pearl," a hand-carved peach-colored
freshwater pearl, won the CPAA "Visionary Award"
Huynh has also won numerous awards for jewelry design. In 2013, Galatea was awarded the coveted "Visionary Award" for its hand-carved baroque freshwater "Lily Pearl." from the Cultured Pearl Association of America's International Pearl Design Competition. The award is given to the company or designer who has the most to change the perception of pearls in the marketplace. In 2012, the company was awarded with the Designer's Award from the same association for its Tahitian pearl ring design, "Bathing in the Moon."  In 2011, Galatea won the Visionary Award for its carved pearl Queen Bead Collection. Also in 2011, Galatea's Levitating Queen Bead Necklace won the coveted Jewelers Choice Award in the Pearl Category. The award is voted upon by retail jewelers each year.
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The carved pearl Queen Bead Collection won the
CPAA/International Pearl Design Competition's Visionary Award in 2012
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"Bathing in the Moon," a Tahitian pearl ring, won the 
CPAA/International Pearl Design Competition's Designer Award in 2012

Chi Huynh learned the jewelry trade by apprenticing for his father, one of Vietnam’s most respected jewelers. Today, Galatea manufactures both in the U.S. and Vietnam and sells to approximately 1500 retail jewelers throughout the United States. The company also distributes in both Europe and Asia. For additional information about Galatea, please visit the website at www.galateausa.com or contact Barbara Moss at 862-596-8000 or by email at b.moss@galateausa.com for interviews with Chi Huynh. 
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